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NOTE. 

THE design of the following Memoir is not to panegyrize Ri- 
chard Jordan, but to exhibit his real character: to magnify the 
power of Divine Grace, through obedience to which, he became 
what he was; and to incite others to emulate his Christian exam- 
ple in the pursuit of holiness. Having for several years enjoyed 
{he privilege of his friendship, and received from his lips the nar- 
ration of many remarkable occurrences in his chequered life, the 
writer believes it a tribute due to the memory of his departed 
friend, to put them into a form that will ensure their preserva- 
tion. At the same time, he apprehends that the record of them, 
however humble its pretensions, will not be unacceptable to the 
numerous friends and acquaintances of the deceased, who were 
attached to him by the ties of sincere affection. 
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A BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR, t^c. 



Richard Jordan, tlie subject of the following Memoir, was 
born 3t Elizabeth, in the county of Norfolk, Virginia, the 19th 
of the 12th month, 1756. 

His parents, Joseph and Patience Jordan, were members of 
the religious Society oi^Friends, and though not wealthy, were 
descended from an ancient and respectable family : his ancestors 
on his father's side, emigrated from France early after the co- 
lony of Virginia was founded. 

The occupation in which his father was engaged, frequently 
called him away from bis family for a considerable length of 
time, and his mother dying when he was quite young, his edu- 
cation was much ueglected;notonlyas regarded literary instruc- 
tion, but also the more important concerns of a religious life. 
The whole period during which he remained at school was only 
a few months, and the instruction he received whilst tliere, was 
in the simplest elements of literature. 

But being naturally of an active, inquisitive m!nd,and capa- 
ble of appreciating the value of useful knowledge, he afterward 
applied himself to study during the hours of relaxation from 
manual labour, and by his owo exertions made some proficiency 
in several branches of learning, so as to become qualified for 
Icachingschool; an occupation in which heseveral times engaged, 
when the winter season suspended agricultural employments. 

Ilis father's residence was remote from any settlement or 
meeting of Friends, and among a people who evinced but little 
regard for piety or religion; and being exposed to the pernici- 
ous influence of evil company; and in great measure deprived 
of the tender, watchful care of parental love, he was almost 
wholly left to follow the corrupt propensities of human nature, 
and to choose his own course; having never been at a religious 
meeting more than two or tliree times until after he was twelve 
vcars of age. 
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But in this dangerous and exposed situation, it pleased t1 
Saviour of sinners in his wonted loving kindness and mercy, to 
visit his youthful mind with the secret influences of his Holy 
Spirit, impressing him with an awful sense of his accounta- 
bility and the certainty of future rewards and punishments, 
and at seasons, raising earnest desires after purity and holiness; 
Uiat when his immortal spirit should put off its earthly tene- 
ment, he might be prepared to enter into a stale of never end- 
ing feUcity among the redeemed and sanctified in heaven. The 
influence of these solemn impressions he often experienced, in 
the condemnation and fear which attended his mind after hav- 
ing been guilty of any sinful conduct; and also in the sweet 
peace and serenity which clothed his spirit, when through hea- 
venly assistance, he was enabled to exercise greater watchful- 
ness over his words and actions. 

About the twelfth year of his age his father removed into 
the neighbourhood of Rich square, in North Carolina. Here he 
had the opportunity of associating with the members of his 
own religious society, and also of attending their meetings foi 
divine worship. But for want of a close attention to the ope- 
ration of the Spirit of Christ upon his mind, which in time past 
bad been so powerfully felt, the hene&t of this invaluable pri- 
vilege was in great measure lost upon liim; he yielded to many 
temptations, became more and more alienated from God, and 
giving the rein to his corrupt appetites, was swiftly running in 
the broad way which leads to destruction. 

While pursuing this course of folly and wickedness, it pleased 
Infinite Mercy, once more to visit him with his righteous judg- 
ments and to awaken his mind to an awful sense of the exceed- , 
ing sinfulness of sin, and of his undone condition without the 
availing interposition of an omnipotent Saviour. He was 
brought under deep condemnation and remorse for his past 
transgressions, and made to feel that nothing less than an entire 
change of heart and a thorough refinement from every pollu- 
tion could prepare him for an admission into the kingdom ot 
heaven. Sensible of the corruption and depravity of human 
nature in the fall, and the purity and holiness of the DiviiM 
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Being, he had many fears that he should not attain to a state of 
complete redemption. The fire of the Lord's jealousy was now 
kindled in his soul, to consume every thing that was high and 
lifted up, and all that was defiled. The purifying operation of 
this baptism of the Holy Ghost was painful to endure, under 
the feeling of which, his exercised mind was ready to sink, and 
to give up all prospect of ever beholding a brighter or a bet- 
ter day, oflch lamenting bitterly over himself and his mispent 
lime, and strewing many tears in secret places before the Lord. 
Oreat indeed was the conflict of his spirit, and many were 
the strong temptations which the adversary of man's happiness 
presented, persuading him to despair of the mercy of a gracious 
God, through his dear son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and to give 
himself up, as one utterly cast off and forsaken. 

In this day of darkness and distress, when every pleasant 
prospect was clouded, and all hope of deHverance seemed to 
stand afar off — when he was reduced to the last extremity of 
anguish, He who remains to be the compassionate Friend of 
sinners, was graciously pleased to cast an eye of tender pity on 
his mournful condition; to draw near to his afflicted soul, and by 
the calming influences of his own blessed spirit to bind up his 
wounds and bid him live. Under an humble sense of this un- 
merited mercy and condescension, he was enabled in great 
humility to cast himself at the feet of his dear Redeemer, and 
surrender body, soul, and spirit, into his divine hand; entering 
into solemn covenant that if he would he pleased to grant him 
an evidence of pardon and reconciliation, he would, through 
his blessed assistance, follow him whithersoever he might lead. 
This act of dedication was graciously accepted, and his dis- 
tressed mind was sweetly consoled in the renewal of a hum- 
ble hope, that through the merits and mediation of a crucified 
Saviour his sins were blotted out as a cloud and his transgres- 
sions as a thick cloud. 

Soon after this, he was impressed with a belief that he 
was called upon by his divine Master to declare to others the 
wonderful dealings of the Almighty with his soul, and to pub- 
lish the glad tidings oftlio gospel of peace and salvation. Bui 
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SO awful was the prospect of this solemn enga^mcnt, and 1^^| 
deep and abiding the sense of his own unworthiness, that fl^H 
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forbore to enter upon it, even after the impression of duty be- 
came indubitably clear. Oftentimes he was ready to yield 
obedience when the call would be sounded in his spiritual 
ear, but not cherishing the grain of living faith which accom- 
panied it, the weakness of human nature would get the ascend- 
ency; once in particular, in a small meeting, the innpression that 
it would be right for him to speak, was so forcible, that he put 
his hand upon his knee to rise; but giving way to reasoning, 
he lost strength, and the opening on his mind was soon quite 
removed. Thus he passed on for several years, still withhold- 
ing from the Lord's service; which proved the means of retard- 
ing him in his heavenly journey, and at times introduced him 
into much mental suffering. 

During this time of trial, he accomplished his marriage with 
Pharaby Knox, daughter of Thomas Knox, a respectable planter 
in the neighbourhood, and an approved minister in the religious 
Society of Friends. Her father had not mucli earthly treasure 
to confer upon his daughter, but he had endeavoured to imbue 
her mind with that which is more valuable than riches, by 
giving her a religious education and training her up in the fear 
of the Lord. Previous to entering into the important engage- 
ment of marriage, Richard Jordan was concerned to ask coun- 
sel of the Lord; being desirous not to take a step which so in- 
timately affected his present and future happiness without first 
obtaining some evidence of Divine approbation. This evidence 
was graciously vouchsafed, and he has often remarked to the 
writer of these pages, the gratitude he felt for the favour; and 
the support they derived, under many trials whicli afterwards 
fell to their lot, from the reflection that in this important 
concern they had sought to act in conformity with the Divine 
will. 

Their pecuniary resources were at that time quite limited. 
but they had learned to be content with a little, provided it was 
accompanied with the Divine blessing. They were cautious 
of contracting debts which they had not present ability to 
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discharge, and, therefore commenced the world with few 
of the conveniences and none of the luxuries of life. Al- 
though their hahitation, and the furniture of it, might be ac- 
counted mean, and perhaps by some scarcely comfortable, yet 
they enjoyed under its homely roof, that peace and content- 
ment, which the most costly and sumptuous accommodations 
could not procure. Impressed with the infinite importance of 
the things which belong to the soul's peace, over all the plea- 
sures or treasures of this world, their primary concern was to 
seek the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness, and He who 
laid this injunction upon his followers, fulfilled in fheir experi- 
ence, the annexed promise, "all things shall be added unto you." 
At this time Richard Jordan rented a farm not far from the 
meeting at Richsquare, and laboured industriously with his 
own hands, for the maintenance of his family. The Society 
of Friends in those parts had not generally been convinced of 
the injustice of negro slavery; and his father amongst many 
others, held a considerable number of slaves: a part of these he 
oficred to convey to his sod, to assist him in cultivating his 
farm, and urged the acceptance of them with some earnestness. 
But his mind had long been exercised under a conviction that it 
waa an unrighteous act, to hold our fellow men in unconditional 
bondage, and a belief that he was called upon to bear his testi- 
mony against the practice. With these views, and after much 
serious reflection, he modestly declined accepting the offer 
nhich his father had made him. Not being prepared at that 
time, fully to appreciate the motives which actuated him, his 
father was somewhat displeased with his refusal, which was an 
additional trial to Richard Jordan. 

The scantness of his own means, and the assiduity with 
which he was ohhged to apply himself to labour in order to 
provide for his family, rendered his unwillingness to accept tlie 
offered aid, a subject of surprise and ridicule to some of his ac- 
quaintance; who were rather disposed to ascribe it to improper 
motives, than to a conscientious scruple respecting negro sla- 
Tery. These circumstances produced considerable effect upon 
^uiiund.ancl he felt constrained to labour with increasnd in- 



duitry, and to watch closely every ex|)eiidtture, lest througli 
any unforeseen occurrence, he should be involved in pecuni- 
ary embarrassment, and thus bring reproach upon the cause of 
truth, which was more precious to him than any earthly con- 
sideration. This was a season of much close trial both to his 
body and mind. The prospect of engaging in the work of 
the ministry still weightily impressed him; while his con- 
cern on account of the cruelty and oppression exercised towards 
the poor negroes increased; and he found it required of him to 
stand forth, almost alone, as their advocate and friend. As he 
steadily attended to this concern, with great tenderness toward 
such of his brethren as had not yet been convinced of ihe enor- 
mity of the evil, he was made the happy instrument of enlight- 
enini; the understandings of many; and soon after, a general 
emancipation took place amongst Friends. In addition to the 
success which thus crowned his benevolent exertions in the 
cause of suffering humanity, and the general spread of those 
principles of natural liberty which he had espoused, he had the 
satisfaction of witnessing a change in the sentiments of his fa- 
ther, on this subject, who shortly after liberated all his negroes. 

Notwithstanding Richard Jordan continued to fulfil his so- 
cial and domestic duties during all this time with much pro- 
priety, and maintained a consistent and blameless character 
among men, yet there was in his own mind a consciousness 
that he was found wanting in the sight of Him who searcb- 
cth the heart, which at times disquieted his mind, and cast a 
shade over the enjoyments which his beloved home and family 
were calculated to impart. This sense of deficiency arose from 
a continued unwillingness to engage in the awful work of the 
gospel ministry, the call to which he had long felt, but had re- 
sisted, until the impression was almost effaced from his mind. 

The sense of his unfaithfulness in this respect often greatly 
Oppressed him, and ho began to fear that he should entirely 
fall from the little good he had known, and become a cast- 
away. While he was in a low, dejected state of mind, arising 
from considerations of this kind, a Friend who was travelling 
ID the work of the ministry, came to the meeting of which he 



was a member, and in ihe course of his public testiaiony, ad- 
dressed R. Jordan's state with ao much pertinence and weigtit, 
that it had a powerful and reaching effect upon him. It is pro- 
per to remark that he had not revealed bis distressed situ- 
ation of mind to any person whatever; and knowing that the 
aforesaid minister could have do outward information respect- 
ing him, he accepted the message as a renewed visitation of the 
tender love and mercy of his gracious Lord, and was exceed- 
ingly humbled and broken under it. Being careful to dwell 
with the incorruptible Seed and Word of Life, whose quick- 
ening influences lie again felt operating in the secret of his 
own breast, the impression of religious duty was revived, 
and through the exercise of Uie grain of faith vouchsafed, he 
was strengthened in a short lime afterward, to express a fen 
wordsinthemeeting which he attended, and altliough it was but 
little he was called upon to say, yet the joy and peace which 
filled his soul after this act of dedication, trajisceniled the 
power of description. 

This was about the twenty-fifth year of his age, and several 
years after he first believed himself called to the service. The 
burden under which he had long laboured was now removed, 
and his spirit being mercifully set fi-ec from its thraldom, could 
reverently rejoice in its Lord and Saviour. For many years aftet 
this, his public appearances weie seldom and in very few words, 
feeling great fears lest he should run out into tiie expression of 
many words, without knowing an enlargement of religious ex* 
perience,Buda real growth in the root of immortal life. 

The members of the Society of Friends had generally 
mBQumitted their negroes, and llie difficulty of removing them 
from the State being considerable, many continued to employ 
them on their farms as hired labourers, and others were assist- 
ed to procure work in tlie neighbourhood- There were many 
persons, however, who viewed these righteous measures to- 
wards tlie injured Africans with jealousy and affected alarm, 
and acconlingly moved for a law authorizing the arrest and 
sole of such emancipated negroes. 

fill lor Uiis purpose was introduced into the genenl 
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sembly of the stale, and warmly supported by some iuHuei 
jslave-holders. A deputation of Friends was sentto the seat of | 
vernment with a memorial, couched in respectful language, re- 
monstrating against this iniquitous bill. Richard Jordan was 
one of this deputation, and he laboured with much zeal in or- 
der to prevent the bill from being passed into a law. But the 
labours of Friends were unavailing — the law was passed; aad 
they soon had the mortification to find that negroes who had 
been theirs, and whom they had voluntarily presented with 
their liberty, were taken up, and by virlae of legal process sold 
into interminable servitude. The enormity of these proceedings 
appeared so great, that Friends repeatedly and earnestly re- 
monstrated with the assembly against them, but fmding the 
prospect of redress through this channel to be remote and 
delusive, they determined to try the constitutionality of the 
law, by an appeal to the highest judicial tribunal. This 
method was successful, and a decree was obtained setting aside 
the sales and prohibiting such in future. In all these proceed- 
ings Richard Jordan took an active and conspicuous part. From 
1790 to 1797, he was frequently deputed to waiton the officers 
of government; besides which he travelled much, and spent 
considerable time in attendance at courts, where causes were 
pending in which the liberties of the negroes were at stake. 

Some particular places in North Carolina, had become noto- 
rious for the great cruelty exercised by the inhabitants on the 
black people; not only in taking up and selling those who had 
been liberated by conscientious persons, but also inflicting 
severe punishments on them. To these places he believed him- 
self called to travel on foot, and to have interviews with some 
of the most influential inhabitants; and although the engage- 
ment was of a very unpleasant nature, and apprehended to 
be somewhat dangerous, yet through the gracious extension 
of holy help, and the protecting care of an ever-watchful Pro- 
vidence,, he was enabled to open his mouth for the dumb, and 
availingly to plead the cause of the oppressed. Some of the 
opportunities were memorable indeed, not only to the objects 
of his concern, but also to himself, and he was permitted to re- 
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turn in safety to his own habitation with the enriching reward of 
peace. Besides these services, he several times attended the 
yearly meeting of Virginia, and visited a Dumber of meetings in 
that state, in which acts of dedication he experienced the Shep- 
herd of krael to be near, qualifying for the labour assigned him. 
By faithfully occupy ing the gift committed to histrust,andattend- 
ing to the manifestations of duty however small, he gradually 
experienced an enlargement of hear), and became an able and 
powerful minister of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesas 
Christ 

Animated by the love of God, and an ardent desire for the 
everlasting welfare of his fellow creatures, he found it required 
of him to make a religious visit to Friends and others in the 
northern and eastern states. This prospect nf estcnsive labour 
he submilted to the consideration of his friends, who signified 
their unity with him therein, by certificates from the monthly 
and quarterly meetings. He left home in the 3rd month, 1797, 
accompanied by his beloved friend Josiah White, and made a 
visit to many of the meetings in Virginia, Maryland, Pennsyl- 
vania, New York, and some parts of the New England states. 
Besides attending the meetings of Friends, he appointed some 
among those notofourreligiou8Society,inall which engagements 
the unfailing arm of Divine goodness was mercifully near, en- 
abling him to preach the gospel of life and salvation with availing 
energy, and to open the statesof meetings and individuals with 
clearness and authority, •' showing himself approved of God, a 
" workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
■'word of truth," 

In the course of the journey, they arrived in Baltimore, at st 
time when the small-pox was prevailing, and as neither of them 
had previously had it, after seriously considering the subject, 
they concluded to be innoculatcd. Richard Jordan had the 
disease very tightly, but his companion was extremely ill for 
several weelu, and during a part of the time little hope was 
entertained of his recovery. This was a source of much anxious 
concern to Richard Jordan, who could not but feel deeply on 
n occasion. But after some time his companion's dis- 
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ease assumed a morefavourablesspect, and though considers 
delay occurred while he was recovering, yet he was eventual 
enabled to prosecute the residue of t]ie journey. The delay 
was productive of some advantages — during his companion's 
confinement, he visited many meetings and familiea in Bal- 
timore and its neighbourhood, some of which visits were op- 
portunities of religious improvement, which will not soon be 
forgotten. 

His visit to Philadelphia and its vicinity, isstiU remembered 
by some amongst us; the baptising power which accompanied 
his ministry, and the deep instruction conveyed by iiis perti- 
nent explanations of some sublime passages of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, having been blessed to the renewed awakening of many 
minds, and tj the comfort and edification of the Church, After 
an absence of about eleven months, having completed the ser- 
vice which they had in prospect, they returned home with the 
humble acknowledgment of gratitude and praise to Him who 
had not only called them forth in this gospel mission, but co- 
vered their heads in every day of battle, and in the end ena- 
bles them to set up their Ebenezer and say, " Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us." 

After his return from this visit he continued mostly at home, 
except attending his own monthly and quarterly meetings, in 
which he seldom appeared in the ministry for a considerable 
time. His mind was plunged into great conflict and exercise, 
the sensible feeling of the Divine presence being much willi- 
drawn and his spirit clothed as with sackcloth and ashes. This 
humbling dispensation induced close searching of heart, and re- 
newed, fervent desires to be entirely devoted in all things to the 
Lord's will. 

In the eighth month, 179S, Gervas Johnson from Ireland, 
hein^ in the neighbourhood on a religious visit, he accompanied 
him to some meetings in the eastern part of the state; from 
which journey he returned much indisposed. His illness in- 
creasing, he had a severe attack of bilious fever which confined 
him for some time, but he so far recovered as to be able to at- 
tend their yearly meeting in the eleventh mouth following, a 
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^^Plnrard the {^061*81 assembly of the state, where he again 
l^ipeared as the undaunted advocate of the much injured 
African race. 

Having passed through many humbling baptisms, in which 
he endured great stripping anilpovertyof spirit, preparatory to 
further religious service, and patiently waited the command of 
Him, in whose hand are the times and seasons; in the Srdmontb^ 
1799, he imparted to his friends a prospect of duty which had 
long attended his mind, to make a visit in the love of Christ, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and some ports of the continent of Eu- 
rope. In opening this concern to the several meetings whose 
concurrence was necessary, Divine goodness attended, contrit- 
ing the spirits of many present and cementing them in thepre- 
fiious feeling of gospel fellowship. He obtained certificates from 
his monthly and quarterly meetings, and from the yearly meet- 
ing of ministers and elders, expressive of their approbation of 
his proposed engagement, and of unity and sympathy with him 
therein. 

In making the necessary arrangements for entering on this 
extenNvc field of labour, the completion of which would neces- 
sarily require much time, and involve considerable risk of life, 
from the perils of a sea voyage, and the exposure to change 
of climate in foreign lands; one of his princip.il concerns was to 
arrange his outward affairs. Being anxious that in the event of 
his death abroad, the situation of his estate mi^ht notgive trou- 
ble to his friends, or bring any blemish upon the cause which 
he had espoused; and fully helieving that if he was not faithful 
in the unrighteous mammon, he could not expect to be entrusted 
with the true riches, he discharged what debts he ovred, and 
setUed up all bis temporal concerns. By his industry and fru- 
gility he had acquired a good farm, on which he was settled, 
and while he encouraged his wife to live duringhis Bbscncr,as 
comfortably as its proceeds would admit of, he enjoined upon 
her, not to contract any debts; that if he should not live to re- 
turn home, no one might suffer any loss on his account, nor 
the least shade be cast upon the religious profession thrv wcrp 
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His upright, honestexample and religious concern in thisn 
spect, is worthy the imitation of every minister in theSocieff 
of Friends, a society which was once eminently conspicuous 
for the integrity and punctuality of its members. 

For a Gonsiderahle time previous to tliis, he had apprehend- 
ed it would be right for him to visit some persons not of our 
society, who were among the principal characters in the state; 
and having obtained the permission of his friends, he held se- 
veral meetings among them to good satisfaction, and sat with 
some in their families; his religious service, and his agreeable 
social intercourse with them were well received, and tended to 
remove some prejudices against Friends which had existed in 
their minds. 

Having attended a number of meetings in North Carolina, 
and had many favoured parting opportunities with his beloved 
friends and neighbours, he left his residence in the 2nd month, 
1800, and proceeded towards New York to lake shipping. In 
his way thither, he had some reUgious service in Maryland, 
Delaware, and Pennsylvania, and attended the yearly meeting 
in Philadelphia, in the 4th month. His labours in the several 
meetings he was at, were acceptable to his friends, and tended 
to the relief of his own mind. From Philadelphia he went to 
New York, and the vessel not being ready to sail, he staid to 
the yearly meeting there; on the last day of which, he went on 
hoard the ship Warren, captain Parker, bound for Liverpool. 
Samuel Smith, a venerable and beloved minister, of Philadel- 
phia, who was going to Ireland on a similar errand, was his 
agreeable companion in the voyage. 

After a pleasant passage of about thirty days, they landed at 
Liverpool, and shortly after proceeded in the prosecution of 
their respective concerns. Richard Jordan made a visit to most 
parts of England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland; and held many 
public meetings among those not in religious profession with 
the Society of Friends in various parts of the nation, as well as 
on the continent of Europe, where he remained several months, 
during a time of great political commotion. 

His visit to Friends in Ireland, was somewhat e^itraordinary ■ 
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^^pite character and productive of memorable consequeDces. A 
TRftrt time previous to his going into that nation, a number of 
persons, members of the society, deluded by false prelcnsions 
to spirituality, and greater degrees of light on religious sub* 
jects than the rest of Iheir brethren, began to promulgate many 
wild and sceptical notions relative to doctrines of the Christian 
religion. Inflated by a fond conceit of their own attainments, 
and sublimated by the presumptuous idea that they possessed 
the plenary inspiration of the Spirit, and therefore needed not 
the fainter light of external evidence, they boldly rejected a 
large portion of the sacred volume, and set up in its place the 
wild vagaries of their own feverish imaginations. They stre- 
nuoualy advocated the propriety of bringing every subject of be- 
lief to the test of reason; and deciding on its credibility, by 
its accordance with their ideas of what such a Being as Mey 
chose to consider the Creator, ought to require of his rational 
creatures. But while they were high in the profession of "ra- 
tional belief^' and the guidance of " the light within," they 
adopted and openly professed many ridiculous and absurd 
notions. 

Discontented and restless in themselves, and conscious that 
they were professing to be, what the Searcher of hearts knew 
they were not, they seemed ready to catch at any new scheme 
cither in faith or practice, which promised to make them con- 
spicuous as reformers of the society, or by occupying their atten- 
tioD, to divert them from a sense of the corruptions of their own 
heart, and the great need they h^d of witnessing a change 
wrought in themselves. Renouncing the faith and principles 
of their forefathers, and disdaining the pure and simple doc- 
trines of Christianity, they struck out for themselves a new sys- 
tem. A primary tenet of this system was, a denial of the 
(ruths of revelation, as recorded in the Bible, under the spe- 
cious pretence, that the "light within," as they irreverently 
called it, but which was nothing more than their own fallen 
reason, had given them to see beyond all letter and all out- 
ward evidence: hence they rejectc<l a» untrue, the doctrines of 
Bsential divinity of our Lord -lestts Christ, and his propitin- 
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tory sacrifice on the cross for the sins of mankind, his media- 
tion and intercession; regarding him in no higher point of yiew, 
tlian as a blessed example and holy pattern. 

Not satisfied with the clear and sublime account of the crea- 
lion of the world which Moses has written, they declared it to 
be an allegory, designed to convey some deep spiritual mean- 
ing; they mystcrised the description of the garden of Eden into 
a metaphorical account of the human heart and its propensities, 
asserting that it was never intended to be construed literally; 
and by the same convenient method they evaded the force of 
other parts of the Bible which did not comport with their own 
notions. 

Conceiving that no act connected with religion was obliga- 
tory upon them without a. special and immediate impulse of 
duty, they declined the salutary practice of observing the first 
day of the week aa a day of rest and religious exercises, pur- 
sued their usual avocations, and refused to assemble at stated 
limes for the purpose of Divine worship; only attending when 
particularly moved thereto, which would sometimes happen to 
he at the time the assembly were about to separate. 

Against the consistent members of the Society of Friends, 
they inveighed with considerable zeal as formal, traditional pro- 
fessors, resting in the commandments of their fathers, and add- 
ing to them, the superstitions and con'upUons of other religious 
societies. The excellent code of discipline which for many 
years had proved a means of preservation and strength to the 
society they became dissatisfied with, wishing to remove all 
restraints and leave every man to do that which was right in 
his own eyes. 

The avidity with which undisciplined and auperQcial minds 
are known to grasp at every thing clad in tlie inviting garb 
of novelty, and the propensity to amuse themselves with 
any speculation, even the most foolish, rather than submit to 
the restraints of Uie religion of Jesus Christ, renders the pro- 
pagation of such absurd and preposterous fantasies less asto- 
nishing than it would otherwise be. Certain it is, that these 
notions spread tlirough several parts of tlie nation, Roisoned Ujc 



minds of many young and inexperienced persons, and in some 
places, terminated in the dissolution of meetings. Against these 
dangerous and demoralizing errors Richard Jordan boi-e a so- 
lemn and powerful testimony — he laboured with undaunted zeal, 
to expose their falsity, warned both young and old against 
adopting Ihem, and under the influence of a prophetic spirit fare> 
told the sorrowful consequences which they would inevitably 
produce, if persisted in, upon such as had already imbibed 
them. And he lived to see these predictions verified. The 
hand of Divine Providence seemed to be turned against the ad- 
vocates of these notions in a remarkable manner. Some who 
had lived in ease and a£Suence experienced a sad reverse in 
tiieir situation; many not only lost their religious reputa- 
tion, but even suffered in their moral character, and be- 
came an astonishment to their former acquaintances. Others, 
awakened by timely warning, abandoned their errors and 
through the mercy of a gracious Redeemer came to experience 
repentance and forgiveness: they embraced the Christian reli- 
gion in faith and sincerity, and were again restored to the bo- 
som of the Church. 

When the same pernicious principles invaded the peaceful 
borders of the Society in America, and began to spread discord 
and unbelief among its members, Richard Jordan as a faithful 
tnd experienced watchman, was one of the first to raise his 
warning voice, and exert himself under the influence of Divine 
love, to counteract their baneful effects. 

During the period of his tarriance on the continent of Europe, 
the existence of a state of warfare, presented many obstacles to 
travelling with safety, and exposed foreigners to much suspi' 
cion and many difficulties. But his steady adherence to the reli- 
f^ious principles which he professed, his circumspect deport- 
ment, and his uniform reliance upon the direction of heavenly 
wisdom, made his way comparatively eas>' and procured him the 
respect and esteem of all classes of people. After havieg visited 
the Friends who resided in Germany and France, and had reli- 
gious service in wveral other places, he came to Bordeaux to take 
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shippingforEngland. The voyageacross the bayof Biscay isoftei 
performed in less thanaweek, but owingto a violent storm whid 
they encountered, and asuccession of boisterous weather, they 
were forty-five days on the passage. The crew of the vessel in 
which he embarked were principally Danes, and during the 6rst 
few daysof the voyage, seemed to vie with each other in vricked- 
ness and profanity, neglecting the proper care of the ship, and 
spending theirtime in drunkenness or gambling. They treated 
Richard Jordan with great contumely and contempt, scofied at his 
religious life and serious demeanour, and even abused his per- 
son. His situation was indeed a pitiable one: he was wholly at 
their mercy, and from their negligence and unconcern about the 
vessel it seemed probable ihey would have a tedious passage. 
They had not been long at sea, when the sky was overcast with 
clouds, the atmosphere became dark and hazy, and a tempest 
arose, during which the fury of contending elements seemed let 
loose upon them. The waves were wrought up to an appalling 
height, and the vessel heaved and tossed to such a degree, as to 
induce them to fear she would be buried in the opening sea. 

Their situation soon became hopeless, and the officers gave the 
warning which their guilty imaginations had forboded, to pre- 
pare Jbr a watery grave. Oh then, what a change was appa- 
rent in their conduct. Terrified at the prospect of the awful 
fate which awaited them, smitten with remorse for their past 
wickedness and contempt of God, they gave way to despair, 
and became almost incapable of managing the ship. The rudder 
was ordered to be lashed, and giving up all hope of safety they 
let her drive at the mercy of the winds and waves. Amidst 
this general consternation, when all around him bespoke distress 
and terror, Richard Jordan sat peacefully in the cabin, waiting 
in humble confidence on the Lord. His mind was calm and 
collected, securely anchored on that Rock of Ages which no 
storms can move, no tempests overturn. 

As shipwreck seemed, in all human probability, to he inevi- 
table, he took from his trunk his certificates and a few other 
vaJuable documents, and fastened them around him, that in the 
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his body beiag afterwards found, it might be known 
)apers forwarded to his friends. But aUhough he made 
these arrangements, he did not, during the whole scene, en- 
tirely lose his confidence. The captain, awakened from 
his sensuality and wickedness, and tremblingly alive to the 
doom which seemed to be impending, betook himself to the 
cabin, and seconded by his anxious crew besought Richard 
Jordan to implore for them the mercy and protection of that 
Being, whose power they had so lately contemned, nay, whose 
▼ery existence they had impiously denied. He informed them 
in a few words, that the spirit of availing prayer was not 
at his command: butafler waiting for a considerable time in so- 
lemn silence, he was permitted to approach the throne of grace 
in reverent vocal supplication. 

This religious service seemed to be in some degree bless- 
ed to them; they were humbled into contrition and be- 
came more composed: their conduct towards him was now 
reversed; every one seemed desirous to do him some kind- 
ness, and so sensible were they that the Divine presence was 
near to preserve and support him, that all were anxious to 
get as close to him as possible. Their exertions in managing 
the vessel were renewed, but owing to the continuance of bois- 
lerous and fo^y weather, they had lost their reckoning, and 
provisions running short, they were put on allowance; and al- 
though the violence of the atorm soon after abated, yet the pro- 
bability of reaching land before their stores were exhausted 
became very doubtful. The vessel was so much injured that 
she began to take in water very fast, and the pumps had to be 
constantly worked to keep her free. Discouraging as the 
prospect before them appeared, such was the confidence and 
faith with which Richard Jordan's mind was replenished, (hat 
he (old the captain it was his full belief they should yet be 
brought safely into port, without the loss of a life or of the 
vessel. In a few days after this, when almost the last portions 
of bread and water were served out, they descried land, and 
soon after entered the harbour of Dartmouth. His gntitude for 
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this happy deliverance from imminent danger, and his lelel 
from long confinement in a vessel, which a variety of circum- 
stances rendered extremely unpleasant, may readily be conceiv- 
ed. He appointed a public meeting for Divine worship in the 
town, to which the captain and some of the crew came, and it 
proved a memorable and humbling opportunity to many present. 

After his return from the continent, he attended a number 
of meetings in different parts of England, and in the 5th month 
IS02, was at the yearly meeting in London, soon after which 
he apprehended himself released from further service, and was 
permitted to return in safety to his native land. He embarked 
in the 9th month in the ship India, Captain Caleb Hathaway, 
and landed in Philadelphia after a passage of about forty days. 

He was engaged in the prosecution of this concern for more 
than two years, and during his extensive and arduous journies, 
had been mercifully preserved by Divine interposition, in pe- 
rils by sea and by land, and among false brethren; and in the 
conclusion was enabled, under a sense of his own unworthi- 
aess, to ascribe the praise and honour to the Lord alone. By 
the accounts received from those who were witnesses of his 
labours, he was favoured, through holy help, to preach the 
gospel "in demonstration of the spirit and of power," tending 
to awaken the lukewarm, to arouse and reclaim the sinner, 
as well as to the consolation of the sincere followers of a cruci- 
fied Saviour, Thus as an ambassador for Jesus Christ, he com- 
pleted his mission of reconciliation and love, leaving many seals 
of the efficacy and power of his ministry. 

After his arrival, he spent several weeks in Philadelphia and 
its vicinity attending the meetings of Friends, in which he 
seldom opened his mouth in testimony, being preserved in in- 
ward, silent waiting upon the will of his Divine Master. Ac- 
companied by his beloved friend John Morton, jr. he proceeded 
towards North Carolina, taking meetings on his way, and reach- 
ed his residence in the 3rd month, 1803, .ifter an absence oT 
nearly three years. For a considerable time after his return 
he kept mostly at home, except attending the neighbouring 
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monthly and quarterly meetings as they came in course, where 
he was cordially welcomed by his beloved friends. 

Soon aflef this he believed it was required of him to re- 
move with his family into a distant state, far from the place of 
his nativity and from his near connections and friends, to re- 
aide among a people to whom he was a stranger. The prospect 
of this duty was a source of no small trial to him, and in a sub- 
ject of so much importance, it may readily be supposed that h« 
was not hasty to decide. He highly prized the advice of his 
friends, and after mature consideration he mentioned his expec- 
tation of removal in the monthly meeting of which he was a 
member for its judgment, and they feeling unity with 
him therein, granted their certificate to that effect. In re- 
signing himself to this apprehension of religious duty, many 
discouragements and diSiculties presented, but as he endeavour- 
ed to attain to a state of simple obedience to the Lord's will, 
and to cast all his care and trust on Him, way was made for 
him, to his bumbling admiration. 

He disposed of his property in North Carolina to advantage, 
and after a solemn meeting with his neighbours, left his resi- 
dence early in the Cth month. The separation from his home 
friends was a close trial ; but the evidence that it was of Divine 
appointment was so clearly vouchsafed, that they were enabled 
to commit each other to the care and protection of the Shep- 
herd of Israel, and to part in much tenderness and unity. 

His family at this time consisted of himself and wife, and 
a beloved friend and relative, who believed tt right to ac- 
company them — his two children were deceased. When 
he left hia home, it was with an apprehension that his 
future residence was designed to be somewhere in New Eng- 
land, but he had not been permitted to see the particular 
place, so that he seemed like a sojourner on earth, whose 
duty it was to walk by faith and not by sight On their jour- 
ney they stopped for some time in New Vork, and his mind 
having become satisfied that the town of Hartford in Connec- 
ticut, was the proper place for Iheir future residence, he accord- 
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ingly settled there. The meeting in the neighbourhood j 
Hartford was very small, and the inhabitants generally presb] 
terians, who, from some cause were not very favourably dis- 
posed toward Friends. For some time after he resided among 
them, the prejudice against him was such that the people were 
scarcely willing to have any intercourse with him, or even to 
treat him with common civility. Ithappened,however, that one 
of his neighbours was takeii ill, and as he was known to have 
some skill and experience in medicine, his advice was solicit- 
ed. Visiting at the house necessarily brought him into their so- 
ciety, and the means which he recommended proved effectual, 
which seemedtopreparethemforforminga more correct opinion 
of their new friend. Another case of severe casualty occurred 
soon after he removed tiiere, in which his assistance was also 
requested, and the discharge of these and other kind offices to 
the afflicted both in body and mind, together with his consis- 
tent and steady deportment, his social disposition, and his 
faithful maintenance of the testimonies and doctrines he made 
profession of, soon produced a very agreeable change, and 
removed the erroneous sentiments which had been previously 
Imbibed respecting the Society. His company was sought by 
the most respectable inhabitants, and there appeared much open- 
ness to receive the religious communications which he some- 
times found it bis duty to make. 

He was now a member of New York yearly meeting 
which he regularly attended, and in the course of his visits to 
that city, he early perceived the buddings of the seeds of scep- 
ticism. The same disorganizing spirit, whose desolating influ- 
ence he had. sorrowfully witnessed in the (society in Ireland, 
was soon detected by him, secretly endeavouring to insinuate 
itself among Friends under the plausible and sanctimonious pro- 
fession of superior light and religious advancement. The Chris- 
tian observance of the first day of the week, and the reading 
of the holy scriptures at stated periods in the families of Friends, 
(vere discountenanced by some persons under the pretence 
that although such praelices might suitthe formal, traditional 
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professor, yet the enlightened and liberal-minded follower of 
rational religion, unshackled by the prejudices o/ education, 
or the force of external evidence, had no need of them. 

Having suffered much on account of this creeping, de- 
ceitful spirit in Ireland, he hoped when he bid adieu to that 
country, he had left it behind him. In this, however, he was 
mistaken, and as soon as he perceived the first indications of its 
approach, as a watchman on the walls of our Zion, he sounded 
the alarm. Notwithstanding few were then willing to admit 
the effects, which he early predicted would flow from the adop- 
tion of the plausible opinions that were promutgaied, he 
felt himself constrained as a steward that must render an ac- 
count to his Lord, solemnly and emphatically to forewarn his 
friends of the danger, if happily they might escape the deplora- 
ble consequences which he had seen similar sentiments pro- 
duce in a foreign land. 

During his residence in New England, which was about five 
years, he several times travel led in the workof the ministry. In 
1807, he attended the yearly meetings of Philadelphia, New 
York, Rhode Island, and Baltimore: in 1808, he performed a 
visit to some of the meetings of Friends, in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, and in lS09,heagaiD attended Philadelphia yearly 
meeting, and visited Friends of Nine Partners and Stanford 
quarterly meetings in the stale of New York. 

For some time previous to this, his mind had been closely 
occupied with the belief that the service which was to be per- 
formed by his residence in New England was accomplished, 
and that the same Divine Being who led him thither, was 
again requiring him to leave his present comfortable abode to 
seek another and a distant home. He had purchased a good 
farm not far from the town of Hartford, which he had cultivat- 
ed and improved by his own exertions; he was very agreeably 
situated in many respects, and enjoyed as much happiness in 
the society of his family and friends as at any period of his life, 
which rendered the idea of breaking up and removing again, by 
nomeans pleasant. Bittafter trying themattervery cai-ofully,nnd 
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finding that the onl)' way t^ true peace was simple obediei^ 
to what he belicTed to be the Lord's will, he yielded to the pM 
{lect, and opened it to his friends for their serious consideratid 
Having adjusted all his affairs to satisfaction, and procured t 
necessary certificate from the monthly meeting, he left Hal 
ford and came to Newton in New Jersey, where he continua 
to reside from the autumn of 1609 until his decease. 

In 181 1 he purchased a small farm adjoining the meetiu 
house lot at Newton, a part of which he cultivated with f 
own hands. His manner of life was plain and simple, consij 
ent with the profession he was making, and requiring but a n 
derate income to support it, which left him much at liberty to J 
tend to the ooncerns of the Society, as well as to his particulars 
ligious prospects. He was mainly anxious to lay up treasure I 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust can corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal, even durable riches and righteousness: 
regarding this as the great business of his life, and satisfied 
that he was filling the station alloted him by his Heavenly 
Father, he enjoyed within his humble mansion true peace 
and contentment. His long and extensive acquaintance with 
the world, had convinced him that wealth seldom contri- 
butes to the real happiness of its possessors, while it esposea 
them to many and powerful temptations, and imposes a trust 
and responsibility, the faithful discharge of which requires 
greater watchfulness and self-denial than mankind generally 
are willing to practise. Impressed with these views, he often ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the great Dispenser of all good, that 
while he was blessed with a sufficiency of things really neces- 
sary for the comfortable support of life, he had not been made 
steward over much of this world's treasures. 

Having submitted to the humbling operation of the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and experienced it to crucify that dis- 
position which is gratified with the pride and vanities of the 
world, and covets rich furniture and apparel, and sumptuous 
living, he learned to restrict hia desires and wants within the 
limits prescribed by Divine Wisdom, and to show forth an ex- 
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lie of true moderation and temperance; virtues which not 
y dignify and adorn the Christian character, but contribute 
largely to the real comfort and enjoyment of life. He had wit- 
nessed the pains and cost which are sometimes incun-ed in 
providing for the entertainment of company, particularly where 
they were wealthy, and he believed it right for him, when visit- 
ed by his friends, to treat all alike and to set a pattern of great 
simplicity and plainness. His testimony against running into 
debt, early established a practice which he mostly adhered to 
through life, not to gratify his inclination in the purchase even 
of such things as might be convenient and useful, if he had not 
the means topay for them at the time. His house was the agree- 
able resort of a large circle of friends, both young and old, who 
were attracted by the cheerfulness of his manners, and the plea- 
sure of sharing his interesting and instructive conversation, and 
but few came away without deriving some benefit from the visit 

His prudent deportment towards those who had but newly 
commenced a religious life, was peculiarly striking; gradually 
enlifiting tlieir affections on tlie side of truth, and like a good 
scribe "instructed unto the kingdom of heaven," opening to 
them such religious vieivs as were adapted to their infantile 
state. Towards tliose who were recently introduced into the 
ministry he demeaned himself as an experienced, nursing fa- 
ther; being exceedingly careful not to encourage improper for- 
wardness in any; and when he believed it right to impart ad- 
rica, it was generally done with such wisdom and discretion, 
tsto increase In their minds a respect and esteem for him. 
Although he sometimes manifested a prudent reserve toward 
some, and administered a word of caution or reproof where he 
believedit necessary, yet it was with great tenderness; the hum- 
ble and diffident ones he encouraged, more hy his affectionate 
and lender treatment than by many words; being desirous of 
judiciously promoting the right growth of all such as had re- 
ceived a gift in the ministry of the gospel of Christ 

In the year 1810, he attended tlie yearly meetings of New 
York, Rhode Island, Baltimore and North Carolina, and made 
fit to most of the meetings in the eastern part of this state, 
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and among his near relations and former neighbours, where D 
had many precious opportunities to their mutual comfort ano^ 
satisfaction. During most of this visit he was in company with 
SusHimah Home, a ministering Friend from England, who was 
then in America on a religious errand. 

In 1813, he made a visit to the meetings of Friends along the 
sea coast Jn New Jersey, the retrospect of which afforded him 
peace. After this he seldom left home on any long journeys, 
but frequently attended the nBighbouring quarterly meetings, 
and the Meeting for Sufferings in Pbiladelphia.of which he was 
a diligent and valuable member. He also attended the yearly 
meetings of New York and Baltimore several times between 
the years 1810 and 1825. In these large and solemn assemblies 
he seldom had much to communicate, being an example of 
humble, silent waiting; and more anxious to be found reve- 
rently worshipping before theLord, than forward to utter words; 
often remarking, that his principal business seemed to be, to cast 
himself as ballast into the bottom of the ship. But although 
he was not very active in meetings for the transaction of church 
aOairs, yet he was closely concerned for the faithful maintenance 
of our Christian discipline and the preservation of good order; 
that the society might not bear the reproach of those, who by 
tlieir unholy walking, were giving the lie to the high pro- 
fession they were making to the world. He was exercised 
in spirit that those who take a part in enforcing the salutary 
rules of the society, should have their own hands clean, and be 
spiritually- minded men and women, that the power of a godly 
example might accompany their labours for the restoration of 
such as were " overtalten in a fault." 

He was a frequent and acceptable visiter in Philadelphia, 
especially at the quarterly meeting, which he generally attended, 
where his services were often very useful; being nearly united 
to many faithful Friends there, who were ardently engaged 
for the prosperity of Zion and the enlargement of her borders, 
with whom in their various exercises and trials he felt much ten- 
der sympathy. Inthe3rdmonth,lS25, he met with asevere trial 
in the decease of his beloved wife, who had been an affectionate 
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andsympathisingeompaiiioniliiriagthcgreaterpsrtofhalfaceti- 
tury. In the various trials which fell to their lot, she had cheer- 
fully borne her part, encouraging him to yield obeOicoce to 
every serWce which their Lord and Master was pleased to 
call himjo; bearing the trial of separation and the privatiou 
of his society with much resignation and patience, and using 
great industry and prudence in the manugement of tlieir out^ 
ward affairs during his absence. Although her character had 
little of the tinsel ornament of this world's polish, and to some, 
her manners would appear rather uncouth, yet she possessed 
many substantial viitues and was well grounded in the true 
Chriatiao faith and in solid religious experience. She was 
a kind friend and neighbour, a tender and careful wife, and 
an example of humility and patience. Her last illness was 
very short: she peacefully and quietly breathed out her life 
after having been unwell only a few hours; and although his 
loss was indeed great, yet her bereaved husband was enabled 
freely to resign her to the will of heaven, in the assurance that 
her immortal spirit had taken its flight into the arras of her cru- 
cified Redeemer, there to receive tliat crown of eternal glory 
which the righteous Judge will give to all those who love the 
appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

After the decease of his wife, he seemed to pass the remainder 
of his days as a servant waiting for the coming of his Master, 
having his loins girded and his light burning — he had a clear 
foresight that his earthly pilgrimage was nearly accomplished, 
and several times spoke of his decease as being at hand In this, 
(ts in many other instances, he evinced that he was a true pro- 
phet — Indeed he was remarkably endued with this gift, as many 
living witnesses can testify, being frequently engaged to speak 
in a solemn prophetic manner of future events, some of which 
have already been accomplished, and others are now fuliUliog. 

He attended the yearly meeting in New York in 1826; and 
shortly after, in the 7th month, was at three of the monthly 
meetings in PhiUdelphia, and spent some lime in visiting his 
friends there. His pulitic testimonies in this visit were so- 
I and impressive, accompanied with tnucb weight and 
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gospel authority. Id his intercourse among his friends ] 
seemed unusually pleasant and cheerful, appeared greatly to 4 
joy their society, and when about returning home, remarkfl 
that the retrospect of his public labours and social visits amoi 
his dear friends, during the time he had spent in the city, al 
ed him peculiar peace and satisfaction, and that if it proved h 
last visit he should he welt satisfied with it 

In private society, Richard Jordan was remarkable for the ■ 
fability and innocent cheerfulness of his manner and hissprigl 
liness in conversation, possessing the happy talent of makifl 
almost every topic that wasdiscussed, a source of profitable a 
Struction. He had naturally a strong and retentive memorj 
and his long acquaintance with men and things, had stored li 
mind with an extraordinary fund of anecdote, in the use 4 
which he generally managed to afford to his company matU 
which should at once interest and improve them; and not urf 
frequently, he would draw upon the treasures of this fund, fl 
the means of conveying deep religious instruction. His peculi^ 
colloquial talents, and his patriarchal simplicity, coupled v 
the natural liveliness of his disposition, rendered his social 
agreeable to persons of every age and rank, and procured hi|| 
at all times, an easy introduction to the best company — ar 
has often remarked, that through life he always aimed at asH 
dating with persons who were his superiors in valuable $ 
tainments, rather than those below him, which he believt 
had been one great means of preserving him from that ' 
communication" which in. so many instances, mournful^ 
"corrupts good manners." 

In the Slh month, he attended the quarterly meetings of 
Abington, and Salem held al Woodbury, but did not appear in 
the ministry at either of them. On his way home from Wood- 
bury, his mind appeared to be much engaged in contemplating 
the present state of the Society of Friends. He entered into a 
very interesting conversation on the subject, in the course of 
which he lamented with much feeling, the great deviation 
from simplicity and plainness in dress and address, which was 
conspicuous in many of the junior members, the avidity with 
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which they pursued the pleasures and riches of the world, and 
their great want of real religious concern on their own account, 
and for the welfare of the Church. Much labour, he said, had 
been bestowed upon them both immediately and instru men tal- 
ly; spiritual and temporal blessings had been dispensed with a 
liberal hand, and yet, ingratitude and disobedience appeared to 
Le the too genoral return for all these favours. He feared that 
those who migiit be considered the children of the kingdom, 
would be cast out, and from among the very stones of the streets, 
faithful men and women would he raised up to support the doc- 
trines and testimonies given to Friends to bear. 

This important subject appeared, for a time, to absorb bis 
whole mind, and he made particular allusion to some within hif! 
knowledge, who had been tenderly visited, and seemed to run 
well for a time, but in a day of trial had started aside and for- 
saken the law and the testimony — the condition of such, as he 
then saw it, he pourtrayed in ao afTccting manner. He express^ 
«d, however, that gloomy as the prospect of a succession of 
upright standard bearers now was, he had full faith that the doc- 
trines and testimonies committed to Friends, never would fall 
to the ground; and although many were predicting that the 
present commotions within our borders would disorganize 
the society, yet this would not be the case; but those who con- 
tinued to maintain the ancient faith and discipline of Friends, 
would be preserved as a distinct body of religious professors. 

On parting with the friend who accompanied him, he alluded 
to his late visit to the city of Philadelphia, and after expressing 
the great peace he felt in recurring to it, he emphatically decla- 
red, that it would be his last visit. The friend expressed his 
earnest desire that the solemn presentiment might not be real- 
ized, and observed how much he would be missed at the pre- 
sent lime, when the fathers were so few, and what a close trial 
the jMrting from him would he; Richard Jordan pleasantly and 
very afiectiooately replied, "yes, my dear child, but you must 
part from me at some time, and perhaps it will be as easy now as 
ever," {or words to this effect) and again repeated the assurance 

it^U would be his final vi^tit. This was on 5th day afternoon 
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the 11th of 8th month, and on the followLiig 7th day I 
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sent word to the 



e friend that he was unwell. After thiSfl 



attended meeting but a few times, being mostly conlinedJi 
his house or bed, except occasionally riding out for achangBH 
air or exercise. 

His last appearance in the ministry was m FhiladelphI 
during the visit to which he so frequently alluded with espn 
sions of satisfaction; and it may well be said that such a conel 
sion to his public labours in the gospel, was worthy of an i 
strument so digniiied, and a cause so unspeakably ^loriousJ 
that which he espoused — the cause of a crucified Redeem 
Having in early life, been made a partaker of the pardoi 
is in and through Christ, and experienced the forgiveness o 
sins, by virtue of that acceptable propitiatory sacrifice for 6 
aios of the whole world, which the Son of God offered i 
the cross; being convinced by humbling and joyful experiensl 
of the exceeding preciousness of that salvation, which comes B 
Him; he wns often engaged to preach Jesus Christ a 
crucified, as the only means of redemption; as our holy Medi 
tor, Atonement, and Advocate with the Father. 

In our religious meetings his example in humble, t 
waiting on the Lord was solemn and impressive, being e 
neslly engaged to dwell with the immortal Seed of Life, i 
not to move in the awful work of the ministry without rer 
cd, divine qualification. As a minister, he was fervent, 
tising, and powerful; sound and scriptural in his doctrine, and 
through holy help, was often enabled to speak to the states of 
individuals and of meetings with great clearness. He had 
"not received the gospel of man, neither was he taught it 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ;" and while he endea- 
voured to discharge the important duties of the sacred office, 
80 as to approve himself unto God, he neither sought popular- 
ity, nor courted the praise of men, nor prostituted the heavenly 
gift to the promotion of any subordinate or selfish purposes. At 
times in theeommencement of his testimony, beseemed to pro- 
ceed under some difficulty, yet being concerned to keep closely 
isgift,and not attempt to rise into expression but a: 
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ed tnith was brought into dominion, these humbling labours 
were often crowned, in an eminent degree, with the extension 
of heavenly good. When engaged publicly to approach the 
throne of grace in vocal prayer, his language was chaste and 
appropriate, free from needless repetition; hia manner awful 
and reverent; his spirit fervent and weighty; while the solemn 
feelings which attended, evinced that he was favoured with near 
access to the sacred footstool. 

Having, during more than forty years, thus laboured with 
fidelity and zeal in the cause of his Divine Master, as one who 
knew that he must render an account unto God, and given full 
proof of the authority of hJE gospel ministry; when laid upon 
the bed of sickness, with the awful prospect of soon entering 
into that endless state of existence where every work will be 
brouj^iit into judgment with every secret thought, he was fa- 
voured to feel unshaken confidence in the ground of his faith 
and hope, and to prove by the experience of this solemn period, 
that in preaching the doctrines of the eternal divinity, the me- 
diation, the atonement and intercession of pur Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, he had not been following cunaingly devised fables, 
but the unchangeable truth of God. 

His last illness was tedious, continuing for more than two 
months, and while the gradual decline of his bodily powers was 
painfully apparent to his anxious friends, the strength and vi- 
gour of his mind seemed to remain unimpaired almost to 
the close. The lively interest which he had long felt in 
the welfare of the Society of Friends continued unabated, 
and its present situation and future prospects occupied much of 
hia thoughts. Having seen, when in Ireland, the progress of 
the same spirit of unbelief which has spread its poisonous in> 
fluence over the society in some parts of this country, and be- 
ing well acquainted with its subtle and insidious appearances 
under the garb of a high profession of spirituality, he was one 
of the first to sound the alarm, and warn his friends of its ap- 
proach. For fifteen years before it was openly manifested, he 
had repeatedly declared his belief that it was secretly at work 

UDg us, and wtiile iu operations remained hidden, he 
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underwent much exercise on account of it Yet from its vety 
commeacemeat, he uniformly expressed as his opinion that 
it would eventually terminate in confusion and anarchy. Pofr 
sessing a sound and discriminating judgment and good natural 
abilities, disciplined in the school of Christ, and sanctified byt 
subaiission to Divine grace, he was skilful in detecting the 
specious pretences of those who were endeavouring to draw 
away the minds of tlie people from the truth as it is in Jesus, 
labouring with Christian boldness to expose their sophistry and 
errors, and to guard the inexperienced youth from the poison of 
infidelity, which fay the most insidious means was attempted 
to be infused into their minds. 

During his illness, he did not appear disposed to converM 
much on ordinary topics or temporal affairs, but at times made 
manyinslructiveremarks tohis dear and intimate friends upon 
religious subjects. He mourned in pathetic language over the 
desolating effects of the spirit of unbelief, which, under the 
plausible but false pretext of exalting the "light within," 
was leading many incautious minds into a denial of the saving 
truths of Christian Redemption, and a disregard of the plain 
and irrefragable testimonies contained in the sacred volume- 
He declared it as his full belief, that all those who were really 
led by the spirit of Christ, would feel themselves constrained 
reverently to believe in, and to acknowledge all that is record- 
ed in the holy scriptures, concerning the coming and sufferings, 
the death and o^ces of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chris^ 
as he appeared in the flesh at Jerusalem. 

He several times mentioned his firm conviction at that 
solemn period, that painful as is the present state of things 
amongst us, to the true disciples of the Lamb, it would be 
made the means of purifying the society of much of its dross, 
and that such as stood faithful in their allegiance to Christ, 
would be deepened by it in the life of religion, and some of 
them would live to see the eociety in a far better state than it 
now is. He had seen, he said, that the Lord would take the 
cause into his own hand, and none should he able to hinder him 
—that he would choose his nwn instruments, and those of thU 
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society who had been highly favoured but who had turned 
their backs and forsaken Him, would be casr out and others 
brought in who would stand for the honour of His great name 
and for His cause in the earth. His views of the final spread and 
triumph of sound Christian principles over scepticism, appeared 
from the first to be clear and strong, and when alluding to the 
controversy which at present exists, he always evinced the 

ne settled conviction that the Lamb and his followers would 
I^Tfl the victory. 

On the 16th of the 9th month, a friend calling to see him, 
he made some observations on the nature of his disease, and in- 
timated that he thought his recovery doubtful, considering his 
HdFanced age and the great prostration of his strength; but he 
J times remarked that he had no will but the Lord's will. 

fct," added he, " I have lived to see the end of one revolu- 

itioD, (meaning, as he himself explained it, in the Society of 
"Friends in Ireland, during his visit there,) and if it was the 
** Lord's will, I should have no objection to see the end of the 
"troubles that have come over the society in this land." With 
Buch feeling and deep sorrow he then expressed his concern 
Ibr those under the name of Quakers, who by giving way to 
their creaturely wisdom and carnal reasoning, have depai'ted 
from the Christian faith, the principles and doctrines of the re- 
ligious Society of Friends. With much emphasis, he said, 
"Oh, what will those men do that deny the divinity of our 
"Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? What refuge will they have 
" at such a time as this, on a sick bed — Oh, what will become 
"of them!" Once he said " I would not be in their state for 
" any thing in the world." 

He intimated, that during this sickness he had had great op- 
portunity for reflection, both by day and by night, and he had 
thought much upon the awful state of those people that deny 
the Lord, and the only hope of salvation — " which, added he, 
is by the mercy of God, through the merits and the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" Then with much emphasis exclaimed, 
"My hope, my only hope for salvation is in the mercy of 
" flod, through the merits of Jesus Christ." These, or words 
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nearly like them, he repeated several times during the conver- 
satlon. He commented very instructively on thegroundof this 
his hope, and the great stay and consolation it was to his miad. 
"Oh,'" said he, " I would not fpve this hope in the mercy of 
" God, through Jesus Christ, for the whole world." He then 
proceeded to relate that during his illness, many scripture pas- 
sages both in the old and new testament, had been unfolded 
to his mind with great clearness and camfort,respectlng the plan 
devised by Divine Love for the restoration of poor fallen maD, 
and the salvation of sinners. 

After setting forth the fall of man through the temptation 
and subtlety of Satan, and his aspiring aliove the condition 
alloted him by his beneficent Creator, he proceeded to open 
some of those passages, beginning with the promiseof the Seed 
of the woman that should bruise the serpent's head, Genesis, 
iii. 15. — adducing many other scripture testimonies, which 
show that this Seed is Christ, even He who died for our sins on 
the cross, and who is a propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the 
wholeworld,anAdvoeate with the Father and Mediator between 
God and man. He enlarged upon what faith in God, and in 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, had done in every genera- 
tion, and then emphatically said, " this is also my faith, and I 
shall die in it as I have lived, hoping in God's mercy through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" He made many other 
remarks at the same time, that evinced his deep solicitude on 
account of the spirit of infidelity which has crept in amongst 
ti8, tracing its origin to the pride of the human heart. 

On 2nd day, the 18th of the month,a friend being with him 
in his chamber, he made some instructive observations on the 
present situation of the society, and with much tenderness of 
feeling mourned over such as were young and inexperienced, 
who were deluded by the fair pretences of some who were 
considered leaders of the people, and whom they had been accus- 
tomed to look up to as examples and instructors in the church; 
while these were taking advantage ofthe influence they had ob- 
tained, to inculcate pernicious principles and infuse into their 
unsuspecting minds the poison of unbelief. For these unwary 
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youth, thus exposed to the artifices of desigiiinginen,heappear' 
ed to feel the tenderest commiseration and sympathy. But he 
said he believed the time was coming, and perhaps was not far 
distant, when these false teachers would be fully exposed. 

There were many, he remarked, who went under the name 
of Friends, who had never been convinced of, nor yielded 
obedience to, the principles and doctrines of the society, but 
had made a mere empty profession, and it was no marvel if 
such as these were carried off with the unsound notions 
which were now promulgated. He believed it had been 
permitted, in order to manifest such as these — as a society we 
were very impure and needed much sifting to make us sa 
we should be. But he was firm in the faith that the ancient 
doctrines and principles of the society, as set forth in the Holy 
Scriptures, must and would prevail over all opposition — that 
all those who are building on Jesus Christ, would be preserved 
amid all the storms and commotions which now agitate the so- 
ciety, andthatit would yet arise and shine in more of its ancient 
Iieauty, than many now living have ever seen it,adding, "Imay 
not live to see it, but there are some of you that will." 

He expressed much more during the course of this interesting 
conversation, not only manifesting his own calm and confiding 
slate of mind and his unshaken faith in the Rock of Ages on which 
he had built, but tending to evince in the clearest manner his full 
conviction that the Christian faith of the Society of Friends, 
would eventually triumph over the infidelity which some were 
endeavouring to introduce into tt, and that after the necessary 
conflict and suffering were endured, to purify it from such nomi- 
nal professors as hold the truth in unrighteousness, and bring 
reproach upon the name of Christ by their unholy conduct and 
unchristian opinions, the society would be enabled to rise aupe* 
rior to its present difficulties, and with renewed brightness hold 
up the light of a Christian conduct, conversation, and profession 
to the world. Great indeed was the anxiety he evinced, that 
the friends of Christ and his holy cause, might stand firm, in n 
patient, persevering testimony against every innovation, whe- 
n doctrine or discipline, and by the sleadfnstness of tbei 
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faitb, tha purity of their lives, and the meekness and humilitj 
of their spirits, evince that while they dared not strive to carry 
party views and schemes, they felt themselves constrained by 
a sense of religious duty, earnestly to contend for the faith, 
once delivered to the Saints. 

A meeting having been appointed near his residence, by a 
person who held and promulgated the new notions, he appear- 
ed under much exercise of mind respecting it, and greatly con- 
cerned at the sorrowful consequences which resulted from the 
dissemination of these unsound views, and with great earnest- 
ness asked a friend who sat by him, "can nothing be done to 
prevent these persons from going about sowing their pernicious 
principles?" 

To a friend who called to see him he observed, " it is a satis- 
faction to reflect, that my outward concerns are all settled;" 
after a solemn pause, he added, " I know that [ am a poor crea- 
"ture, and have nothing to depend on but the mercy of agraci- 
"ous God through Jesus Christ, my Lord: Oh ! these poorthings 
"that are trying to do away all belief in the authenticity of the 
"scriptures and in a Saviour, what will become of them? No 
"other foundation can any man lay than that which is laid." 
In the conversation with this friend, he ohserved that his day's 
work was accomplished, and said much more than can now be 
remembered, evincing the humble yet confiding state of his 
spirit, and his faith in the mercy and mediation of that blessed 
Saviour whom he had loved and served, during the course of a 
long and useful life. He observed to another of his friends, 
that he did not feel as though he had much more to say, but 
was labouring after true stillness and patience, to be gathered 
to the Source of all good; and throughout the whole course 
of his illness, it was obvious that his mind was engaged in deep, 
inward, awful retirement and waiting on the Lord. 

The disease gradually made its progress, and though the symp- 
toms attending it were not very alarming, yet he seemed im- 
pressed with the belief that he should not survive it When his 
anxious friends would express their hopes of his recovery, 
though he seemed unwilling to give them pain by positively 
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saying he should not, yet his replies generally evinced that he 
had no prospect of it. Once he said, his friends must exercise 
a patient hope, he had not seen that he should get well. At 
times his bodily sufferings were very great, but he was preserv- 
ed in much patience and resignation to the Lord's will, often 
ejaculating with earnestness, "Oh blessed Saviour, oh Lord 
Jesus, help me!" showing that hisdependence was placed on the 
Physician of value. 

A few days hpfore his decnase, he remarked to a Friend who 
was with him, " the crisis has not been shown me, when I 
shall be taken — but from the way I feel, it seems as if it could 
not be much longer" — the Friend replying, "then thou dost 
not think thou wilt recover" — he answered, " my child, I 
leave it all to Him who knows how to order all things for the 
best, I have no desire but that His blessed will may be done." 

On 6th day night, the I3th of 10th month, he became 
much worse — his strength was fast failing and the power of 
articulation almost gone — and about 3 o'clock on the following 
morning, the near approach of death was apparent. He was 
in great suffering for a few hours, but about ten in the morning, 
the conflict seemed over, and exhausted nature ready to sink 
away : he said nothing during this time, except ejaculating with 
uplifted hands, "Oh Lord," which were his last words. He 
breathed shorter and shorter until about a quarter after eleven, 
when his purified spirit quietly and calmly departed to the man- 
sions of eternal glory. The precious solemnity, the peaceful 
and heavenly serenity which spread over the little company 
who surrounded his dyingbed, seemed an earnest of the endless 
felicity into which he had entered. 

In contemplating the decease of this honourable elder and 
minister of Christ, we have not only to lament the loss which 
is felt by those who were admitted to the privilege of his friend- 
ship and society, but we have also to deplore a loss which deeply 
affects the Church at large. He was a firm and upright pillar, 
a friend to discipline and good order, and a preacher of right- 
eousness not only in word but in life and conversation; being 
erned by a circumspect walking to keep himself unspotted 
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from the world. But while we mourn the removal of our dear 
friend from a sphere of senrice in which he was so eminently 
useful^ we sorrow not as those who have no hbpe^ for he has 
fallen asleep in Jesus; and as ^^ we believe that He died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus, God will bring 
with him." Having ^^ fought the good fight and kept the faith/' 
he l\as finished his earthly course with joy, and become one of 
that happy number who stand before the throne of the Lord 
God and the Lamb, and concerning whom the language of the 
Spirit is ^ blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from hence* 
forth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours 
and their works do follow them/' His remains were interred 
in Friends' burial ground at Newton, on 2nd day the 16th of 
10th month, 1826, after which .a large and solemn meeting was 
held. 
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